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THE AIMS AND OBJECTS OF THE 
EUGENICS SOCIETY. 


Eugenics aims at improving the inborn 
qualities of future generations. 


Ethical and Scientific Bases. 

The ethical basis of eugenics consists in duties not only to our neighbours 
but also to posterity. These duties include the provision, not only of the 
best possible environmental conditions, but also the best physical and mental 
endowment. 

The scientific basis of eugenics must be one of sound biological know- 
ledge. Racial changes have hitherto occurred without conscious human direc- 
tion. Eugenics seeks to find the means by which the blind forces of Nature 
may be controlled by a consciously directed policy based on scientific study of 
transmissible biological factors. | 

Among animals and primitive peoples, racial changes occur through 
natural selection, i.e., by unrestricted reproduction of all types, causing a 
struggle for existence in which the less capable are eliminated by early death. 
Modern civilised man revolts against submission to this crude process and 
usually resorts to the restriction of families. This may involve the preserva- 
tion and increase of weak types—a racial deterioration which improvements 
in the environment alone are powerless to check. Rational eugenic¢ selection 
aims at diminishing the fertility of all persons below the average in valuable 
heritable qualities and at maintaining a sufficient reproduction of those above 
the average to ensure that their contribution to the next generation should 
become progressively larger. 


Eugenics: A Study and a Practice. 


The term “Eugenics” implies both a scientific study and a social practice. 
By further study, an attempt should be made to give precision to our know- 
ledge of the part played by heredity in regard to physical and mental 
superiority, to human defects and diseases and to human inefficiency in any 
form of society. In particular an attempt should be made to elucidate the 
respective influences of heredity and environment upon the human type, 
and to define more clearly such terms as good and bad stock, and superior, 
average and inferior endowment. 

But as well as being a study, eugenics is a social practice. In practice 
it seeks to realise the aims of (A) positive and (B) negative eugenics respec- 
tively by: 


(A) Promoting the fertility of superior, healthy and useful stocks; and 
by 


(B) Restricting through voluntary measures the multiplication of those 
who suffer from hereditary infirmities. 


An indispensable preliminary to the application of either of these 
principles is to create throughout the community a “eugenic conscience.” 
This is to be attained not only by the education of the young in the principles 
of biology, but also by spreading among all an appreciation of the effects of 
their actions upon future generations. Except in regard to the segregation 
of lunaties, mental defectives and certain criminals, the Society does not 
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advocate the compulsory application of the principles of negative eugenics. 
It seeks to awaken a eugenie or racial conscience which will influence : 


(1) The individual in the choice of a mate and in the decisions as to 
parenthood, and 


(2) The Community so as to bring to bear on issues of eugenie import- 
ance the forces of scientifically informed public opinion. 


THE STUDY OF EUGENICS. 


The Society encourages the study of all aspects of human heredity and 
differential fertility. It considers that the following subjects are specially in 
need of further investigation : 


Population Problems. 


Further knowledge is needed (a) concerning the relative rates of multi- 
plication of the different sections of the population, (b) as to whether a 
definite relation exists between the inherited qualities of different sections 
of the community and their social and economic status, and (c) as to the 
eugenic or dysgenic tendencies of different types of social structure. 


Human Abilities and Disabilities. 


The Society favours the study of the inheritance of good health and 
physique and of special abilities and aptitudes of social value to the com- 
munity. It is also anxious to promote the organised study of hereditary 
deficiencies, diseases and defects, with a view of ascertaining their prevalence 
and distribution and of rendering more accurate our forecasts of their in- 
cidence in affected families. The co-operation of the medical profession 
in this task is essential. 


The “Social Problem Group.” 


This term was employed by the Mental Deficiency (Wood) Committee, 
1930, to denote a group of people who are asserted to exhibit “social problem” 
characteristics such as insanity, mental defect, epilepsy, occupational in- 
stability, recidivism, inebriety and social dependency. The Society seeks 
to determine if such a group can be distinguished and defined, and if any 
of its characteristics are of a hereditary nature. 


Human Evaluation and Registration. 

The Society desires to see changes made in the methods of keeping 
the relevant statistical records so that data may be available for eugenic 
study. This principle should apply to the registration of births and marriages 
and to records of medical inspection of school children so as to make possible 
the detection of changes in the physical condition of the population. 


Family Records. 

Galton stated that every intelligent person should study his family 
pedigree. The Society has prepared a schedule to facilitate such study and 
looks forward to the establishment of facilities for the preservation and 
study of pedigrees. 


Research Into Contraceptive Methods. 


The Society favours the promotion of clinical, statistical and laboratory 
research with a view to ascertaining the reliability, the practicability and 
the effects on health (both of parents and children) of existing contraceptive 
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methods; it also encourages research with a view to the discovery of methods 
sound in these respects. 


Family Allowances. 


The Society favours the study of the eugenic value or danger of different 
forms of Family Allowances. 


Race Mixture. 


In certain cireumstances, race mixture is known to be bad. Further 
knowledge of its biological effects is needed in order to make it possible to 
frame a practical eugenic policy. Meanwhile, since the process of race 
mixture cannot be reversed, great caution is advocated. 


Immigration. 


In view of the possible effects on the national stock of admitting persons 
of varying quality, the biological aspects of the regulations governing 
immigration, and the plans for emigration within the Empire should be 
regarded as a matter of urgent study. 


THE PRACTICE OF EUGENICS. 
As above stated, this can be divided into negative and positive aspects. 
NEGATIVE EUGENICS. 


The following measures have, at various times, been suggested as likely 
to diminish the fertility of sub-average persons: Birth control, sterilization, 
segregation, legal prohibition of marriage and artificial termination of preg- 
nancy. 


Birth Control. 


Instruction on methods of birth control, under medical supervision, 
should be provided by local authorities. Such instruction should stress both 
its value and danger from a eugenic point of view, and should not be 
restricted to women suffering from gynecological illnesses. 


Sterilization. 


The Society advocates that facilities for voluntary sterilization be pro- 
vided under appropriate safeguards, for persons suffering from or carrying 
transmissible defects seriously impairing physical or mental efficiency. 

It considers that without introducing compulsion, valuable results can 
be achieved by awakening throughout the community an enlightened eugenic 
conscience. 


Segregation. 

In cases of mental defect and mental disorder, the Society does not 
regard sterilization as an alternative to segregation but as an accessory or 
ancillary procedure. The Society concurs with the recommendations of the 
Wood Committee that facilities should be extended and perfected for segre- 
gating and “socialising” mental defectives. Voluntary sterilization would, 
from the eugenic standpoint, be a necessary adjunct to this policy. 


Legal Prohibition of Marriage. 


It has been proposed that the marriage of mental defectives should be 
prohibited by law. So far as this is intended as a eugenic measure it is 
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ineffective and undesirable, as it does not prevent, and may even incite, 
propagation by promiscuous unions with their dysgenic possibilities and 
other evils. Its aims can be realised more effectively and humanely by pro- 
viding defectives desiring to marry with facilities for obtaining their own 
sterilization and by encouraging marriage when this safeguard has been 


adopted. 


Termination of Pregnancy. 


The Society advocates the provision of legalised facilities for voluntarily 
terminating pregnancy in eases of persons for whom sterilization is regarded 
as appropriate, and in cases of incest and rape. 


POSITIVE EUGENICS. 


The Society holds that married couples of sound stock who deliberately 
have fewer children than they can adequately bring up, do an injury to the 
race. It opposes restrictions on marriage which now discriminate against 
sound stocks. 


The following measures are suggested in order to promote the fertility of 
such people. 


Family Allowances. 


The Society favours the provision of Family Allowances by the estab- 
lishment of graded equalisation pools and other systems calculated to have 
a eugenic effect. It regards as wholly dysgenic the provision of allowances 
through flat rate payments by the State. 


War 


The Society considers that modern war is dysgenic—(1) because the 
persons most likely to be killed in wars are above the physical average; (2) 
because war and the prospects of war deter from parenthood persons who 
take into account the well-being of their children. 


Taxation. 


In order to ease the burden of taxation where the expenses of bringing 
up children are very heavy in relation to the income, the present system 
of income tax allowance should be amended, extended and rendered more 
effective. 


Education. 


_. The Society favours for children of superior ability the extensive pro- 
vision of scholarships sufficient to ease financial burdens, and thereby pro- 
mote the further reproduction of the parents. 


Birth Control. 


The Society holds that since the practice of birth control in the last 
70 years has acted dysgenically rather than eugenically, birth control should 
be practised by persons of superior biological endowment only with a view 
to spacing births. 


Health Examinations before Marriage. 


The Society favours these, and has prepared a schedule which can be 
used by medical practitioners. 
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THE EUGENICS SOCIETY. 


The Annual General Meeting was held at the rooms of the Royal Society, 
Burlington House, London, W.1, on Tuesday, July 14th, 1936 at 4 p.m. 
In the President’s absence Mr. B. S. Bramwell occupied the Chair. 


Minutes. The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, held on Tuesday, 
May 15th, 1935, and of the Extraordinary General Meetings held on 
Thursday, March 26th, 1936, and-on Wednesday, June 3rd, 1936, being con- 
tained in the Annual Report, were taken as read and signed as correct. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


The Chairman, on behalf of the Council, presented 


the Annual Report, which was unanimously adopted. The General Secretary 
replied to certain questions arising from the Report. 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEET. 


The Hon. Treasurer 


presented the Statement of Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year ending 
December 31st, 1935. The statement was unanimously adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF Hon. OFFICERS AND COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1936/37. 
The Chairman reported that the following Hon. Officers had been appointed : 
PRESIDENT: The Lord Horder, K.C.V.O., M.D., F.R.C.P. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. C. F. Chance, M.A. 
Hon. Liprartan: Miss E. Corry. 
CHAIRMAN OF Councin: Mr. B. S. Bramwell, M.A., LL.B. 


VicE-PRESIDENTS : 


Professor A. M. Carr-Saunders, M.A. 


Lady Chambers. 


Professor R. A. Fisher, Se.D., F.R.S. 


ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 
of voting papers received was 82. 


R. Langdon-Down, M.B. 
Mrs. Neville Rolfe, O.B.E. 
Rt. Hon. Lord Salvesen, K.C., LL.D. 


The Chairman reported that (a) the total number 


(6) The number rejected was three, on the ground that they were not 


signed. 


(c) The names of those duly elected were as follows :— 


C. Binney, B.A. 

Major AY Gy Church, D350), .C., 
B.Se. 

Mrs. Stella Churchill, 
ej it ory ayed Bs aoa 

CAV sDrysdale, ©.b...0.3. bee, 

KH. B. Ford, M.A., B.Se. 


M.R.C.58., 


R. Austin Freeman, M.R.C.S., 
UB.G.P. 
Prof. R. Ruggles Gates, D.Sce., 
Indie 


Hon. Mrs. Grant Duff. 
Woot eee Gung he ELIS Oise Mee 


Mrs. E. M. Hubback, M.A. 

Julian Huxley, M.A., D.Se. 

The Very Rev. W. R. Inge, D.D., 
LAPS AGE 

D. Caradog Jones, M.A. 

Aubrey J. Lewis, M.D., M.R.C.P. 

K. J. Lidbetter. 

Prof. Edward Mapother, 
i ReGeP 23 Pata; 

Capt. G. H. L. F. Pitt-Rivers, B.Sc., 
F.R.A.L. 

J. A. Fraser Roberts, M.A., D.Se., 
F.R.S.E. 


M.D., 


ELECTION OF AUDITORS FOR THE YEAR 1936/37. It was proposed by Mr. 
Bramwell and seconded by Mr. Gun that the auditors of the Society, Messrs. 
West and Drake be re-elected. This was carried unanimously. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


In this Report the accounts relate to the period December Sist, 1935, 
to December 31st, 1936. The rest of the Report covers the period from March 
31st, 1936, to March 31st, 1937. 

The revised statement of the Society’s aims and objects is divided into 
two main headings: the study of eugenics and the practice of eugenics. In 
the past year the Society’s financial resources and activities have been 
divided between the two functions of research and propaganda covered by 
these headings. 


RESEARCH. 


The following are the main items of research which have been subsidised 
by the Society :— 


Intelligence and Fertility. 


The First Darwin Research Studentship (value £250 p.a.) was awarded 
im 1935 to Dr: hk. B. Cattell, M.A. D.Se., Ph.D, Director of the School 
Psychological Clinic at Leicester. It was renewed in 1936 for a further 
year. Dr. Cattell is investigating by tests the intelligence of a typical urban 
population, and a typical rural population of school children with a view 
to determining the average size of the family at each level of intelligence. 
He is also applying intelligence tests to adults and children in the same 
famihes with the object of determining the correlation and regression rates 
existing between the intelligence of the parents and the offspring. Dr. 
Cattell further hopes to determine the effect of occupation upon effective 
fertility and to make an analysis of the psychological factors that influence 
the birth-rate in large and small families. The Studentship was awarded 
by the Council on the recommendation of the following Committee :— 


Professor R. A. Fisher, F.R.S. Representing the Eugenics Society. 


Chairman. 
Julian Huxley, D.Se. Representing the Eugenies Society. 
Professor D. F. Fraser-Harris, Representing the Royal Society of 
M:.D.,, D.Se. Edinburgh. 
David Heron, D.Sc. Representing the Royal Statistical 
Society. 


Professor F. H. A. Marshall, Representing the Royal Society. 
Didei, RS: 


Race Mixture. 


This subject is of biological importance in many parts of the British 
Empire, and in one European country has become a political issue. The 
second Darwin Research Studentship of the same value as the first was 
awarded, on the recommendation of the Executive Committee, to Mr. J. C. 
Trevor in 1936. The latter is now working in the Galton Laboratory under 
the direction of Professor Fisher, Professor Ruggles Gates and Dr. Morant, 
and during the first year will devote himself to preparing an impartial 
report of the literature on the biological effects of race-crossing. 


Annals of Eugenics. 
This journal, which is of a technical character, is issued jointly by the 
Galton Laboratory for National Eugenics and the Eugenics Society. It is 


Cc 
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edited by Professor R. A. Fisher, F.R.S., who is assisted by an Editorial 
Committee consisting of Professor Ruggles Gates, Professor J. B. S. Haldane, 
Miss Mary N. Karn, Dr. J. A. Fraser Roberts and Lord Horder. The sub- 
seription price per volume is 50/-. The Society makes a grant of £300 a 
year to the Annals of Eugenics. 


Population Problems. 


In the past year an increasing interest has been awakened in the antici- 
pated decline of the population of the United Kingdom. Though attention 
has been mainly focussed on considerations of quantity, those of quality, 
which are the concern of the Society, have by no means been ignored. 

The Council has taken the initiative in calling together a Population 
Investigation Committee, of which the Chairman is Professor A. M. Carr- 
Saunders (a Vice-President of the Society) and the Secretary is Dr. C. P. 
Blacker. Lord Horder, Mr. Julian Huxley and Mrs. Eva Hubback also serve. 
The Committee, which consists of eighteen members, has appointed Mr. D. V. 
Glass as Research Secretary and a statement of its aims and needs entitled 
“The Future of our Population?” has been written by Dr. Blacker and 
Mr. Glass. The Committee has made contact with the Registrar-General and 
will co-operate with his Department in the researches it has planned. 

The Population Investigation Committee, though called together by the 
Society, is not a sub-committee of the Council, nor is it subordinate to the 
Society. It is an autonomous joint committee. The Council has renewed its 
grant of £500 to the Population Investigation Committee which hopes soon to 
be self-supporting. 


Population Problems Abroad. 


The Positive Eugenics Committee, appointed by the Council in 1934, 
was asked to draw up a statement of a factual character describing the 
measures which had been adopted in other countries to promote fertility. 
The Positive Eugenics Committee was given a grant of £246 by the Council 
and spent this money in subsidising the enquiries of which an account was 
embodied by Mr. D. V. Glass in his Book, “The Struggle for Population” 
(Oxford University Press). This book attracted widespread attention; the 
chapters describing population changes in Germany and Italy and enumer- 
ating the measures taken in those countries to promote fertility were widely 
commented upon in the Press. The Society offered copies of this book to 
those members of the Houses of Lords and Commons who cared to apply 
for them. In response to this offer, applications were received from 44 
members of the House of Lords and 73 members of the House of Commons. 
The first edition is sold out and Mr. Glass has been requested to prepare a 
longer and more detailed second edition which, among other new items, will 
deal with Scandinavian countries. 


Social Problem Group. 


A book edited by the General Secretary entitled “A Social Problem 
Group?” was published in February, 1937, by the Oxford University Press. 
The object of the book can be described as follows :— 

In 1929, the report of the Mental Deficiency Committee (Wood Commit- 
tee) was published. The Wood Committee had been asked to submit an 
estimate of how many mental defectives existed in England and Wales, and 
to report on how best they could be disposed of. The Committee described, 
in its report, the finding that a large proportion of primary aments occurred 
in the Social Problem Group. The question was thus raised: To what 
extent would persons with special knowledge of the other sub-groups of 
the Social Problem Group, mentioned by the Wood Committee, be disposed 
to make a similar generalisation? Do the relatives, for instance, of epileptics, 
inebriates, prostitutes or recidivists occur more frequently in the Social 
Problem Group than do the relatives of average persons? To this question 
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the book seeks to provide an answer; it is arranged as a symposium by 
authorities with special knowledge of the various sub-groups of the Social 
Problem Group. The following are the contributors :— 


A. s. B.Newth, SEB, B.S.; D.P. .... site Mental Retardation. 
Eliot Slater, B.A., M.B., M.R.C.P. ... Aer Mental Disorder. 

J. Tylor Fox, M. AS M. D., DP ts. oes Epilepsy. 

C. W. J. Brasher, SD. 5: des He Inebriety. 

Sybil Neville Rolfe, O.B.E. ... Prostitution. 

W. H..de B. Hubert, B.A., M.R.C.S., 1, R.C. P. Recidivism. 

KE. J. Lidbetter ... Social Dependency. 
Janet Galloway... ee Bl oes Ate Unemployment combined 


with Neurasthenia. 


Mr. Caradog Jones has provided a foreword and a valuable postscript; 
and an introduction has been written by the General Secretary. It is note- 
worthy that all the writers have difficulty in giving a definite answer to 
the question put to them, and all stress the need for further research. 


Contraceptive Methods. 

The aim of negative eugenics is to restrict the fertility of persons of 
subnormal biological endowment. Such persons often have large and 
unwanted families because they cannot make effective use of contraceptives 
at present available. Their fertility might be appreciabily reduced if a 
simple, harmless, reliable and cheap contraceptive method were discovered. 

The Council has renewed its grant of £560 to the Birth Control 
Investigation Committee, now incorporated with the National Birth Control 
Association. The Investigation Committee, for the last nine years, has 
promoted researches aiming at the discovery of simpler contraceptive methods. 
This sum has been used to support two separate investigations. 

(a) The first, conducted by Dr. J. R. Baker, M.A., Ph.D., and Dr. H. M. 
Carleton, M.A., Ph.D. (working respectively in the Departments of Pathology 
and Physiology, Oxford University), aims at discovering a spermicidal pre- 
paration which, it is hoped, may be used in the absence of the occlusive 
devices, the employment of which present difficulty to stupid and feckless 
people. Details of the work will be found in five papers by Dr. Baker in 
the Journal of Hygiene’ and in his book “The Chemical Control of 
Conception” (Chapman & Hall, 1935). Dr. Carleton has published papers in 
the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology’. The work of these two investi- 
gators is proceeding actively. 

(b) The second enquiry, conducted by Dr. S. Zuckerman, D.Sc., M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. (Department of Anatomy, Oxford University), aims at elucidating 
the factors underlying periodic fertility in Primates. The existence of a 
so-called “safe period” depends upon this periodic fertility. The utilisation 
of the “safe period” is the only method of Birth Control permissible to 
strict Roman Catholics, for whom chemical and mechanical methods of con- 
traception as well as voluntary sterilization are explicitly forbidden. The 
high fertility of certain Irish-Catholic families is thought by many to 
constitute a eugenic problem in certain parts of England and Scotland such 
as the Merseyside and the Clydeside. In collaboration with Dr. A. S. Parkes, 
F.R.S., Dr. Zuckerman in also engaged in investigating the temporary 
serological sterilization of Primates by a method which has been found 
effective in rabbits and goats, namely, their immunisation against the ovary- 
and testis-stimulating hormones of the pituitary. 


*Baker, J. R., Journal of Hygiene: 1930, XXIX, 3; 1931, XXXI, 2 and 3; 
1932, XXXII, 2 and 4. 

? Carleton, Ei, M., and Florey, H. S., Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
1931, XXXVI, 3. 

Carleton, H. M., and Phelps, H. J., Ibid, 1933, XL, 1. 
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~ PROPAGANDA. 


The Society’s propaganda is mainly conducted through its own depart- 
ment, of which Miss Pocock, S.R.N., is the Secretary; grants are also made 
to other organisations whose aims are similar to those of the Society. 


Propaganda Department. 


The activities of this department are controlled by a Propaganda 
Committee consisting of: Dr. R. Langdon-Down (Chairman), Mr. B. S. 
Bramwell, Miss EK. Corry, the Hon. Mrs. Grant Duff, and Mrs. E. E. Potton. 
The department has been responsible for giving lectures and exhibitions and 
for producing a film and posters. It has also organised the Eugenie Alliance, 
for which some pamphlets have been written. These items will be dealt with 
serially. 


LECTURES. 


One hundred and fourteen lectures were given during the year, with a 
total attendance of about 5,700 people, making an average of about 50 
persons per lecture. The audiences were for the most part drawn from the 
less educated classes, and they usually showed an intelligent appreciation of 
the issues involved. Twenty-six lectures on voluntary sterilization were given 
in co-operation with the Joint Committee on Voluntary Sterilization; six 
lectures dealt with population problems, and the remainder were on heredity. 


ORGANISATIONS TO WHICH LECTURES WERE GIVEN. 


Co-operative Guilds ... aid si ate 25 
Women’s Institutes ... =. he cf. 12 
Adult Schools ... a A me ae 12 
Townswomen’s Guilds 9 
Women Citizens’ Associations 8 
Religious Bodies 8 
Conservative Associations 5 
Inner Wheel it 
International Friendship League 2 
Schools : 2 
Wives’ Fellowship “tes J! 
Labour Party ee of Youth 2 
Round Table i’ 
Other Organisations _ 26 

114 


The following are the numbers of lectures given in 1936-1937 by :— 
Miss Pocock ... is Hes os eee a9 
Wits WU iCHLOl ae sp ey He 29 
Mrs. Tamplin ... bee he ak =. 26 
Miss Moore ... be ue ee aes 12 
Mr QOutliiam <.. We ne 4457 rc 1 


EXHIBITIONS. 
The Society’s Exhibit was shown at eleven places during the year :— 
Happy Homes Exhibitions (Ewart Watson), Alexandra Palace. 
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Horse Shows— 


Richmond Royal Horse Show. 
Aldershot Military Show. 


Royal Sanitary Institute’s Congress, Southport. 
Hospitals’ and Midwifery Exhibition. 
Health Weeks— 


Portsmouth. 
Ashford. 
Ipswich. 
Eltham. 

St. Helens. 
Wrexham. 


These exhibitions varied in usefulness. Taken as a whole they enabled 
the Society to make valuable contacts with delegates of Local Authorities 
and Medical Officers of Health. The estimated attendance at all these 
exhibitions was one hundred thousand. From comments and conversations 
with persons attending these exhibitions, there would appear to be a widening 
interest in eugenics and a growing realisation that national health must be 
based on sound heredity. The pedigree of Sir Victor Horsley was added 
to the Exhibit, for the preparation of which the Society is indehted to 
Lady Horsley. 


FILM. 


A film entitled “Heredity in Man” has been produced by the Society 
in co-operation with Gaumont-British Instructional Films, Ltd., under the 
direction of Mr. Julian Huxley. The film is in two parts. The first and 
longest part illustrates Mendelian principles and mechanisms in animals; 
the second part deals with heredity in man. It was with the planning of 
the second part that the Society has been concerned. The arguments con- 
tained in both parts of the film had to be presented in a pictorially consecu- 
tive manner within the space of fifteen minutes, a task calling for delicate 
adjustment. It is hoped to show the film at a members’ meeting in the 
autumn. The cost to the Society has been £250. 


POSTERS. 


Five posters consisting of three pictures and two captions have been 
prepared for use on Empire Marketing Board Hoardings. These are now 
controlled by Local Authorities and used for health propaganda. 

Through the Central Council for Health Education three hundred sets 
of posters were issued to Local Authorities and displayed in 1936. A similar 
number will be issued in 1937. 


EuGENIC ALLIANCE. 


The Eugenic Alliance has been formed for the benefit of persons who 
cannot afford a subscription of 10s. Od. a year. The annual subscription is 
2s. 6d., and affiliation is possible for groups, whose Secretaries receive a 
quarterly news sheet and various pamphlets. The Alliance has now been 
in existence for fourteen months and the members number one hundred and 
fourteen. The increase, though slow, is continuous, and it is hoped to 
develop this branch of the Society’s work during 1937. 


PAMPHLETS. 


The following new pamphlets have been published for members of the 
Eugenie Alliance :— 


Health Examinations before Marriage (This pamphlet is part of 
the Society’s Pre-Marital 
Health Schedule.) 
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The Future of our Population sae DY Drs Co Py Blacker: 
Birth Control: Its Uses and Abuses’ by Mr. B. S. Bramwell. 
Sex Education for Children ... oe ADVICE C ere ncker, 


Voiuntary Sterilization. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON VOLUNTARY STERILIZATION. 


From the year 1930 the Society has urged that voluntary sterilization be 
legalised for persons likely to transmit hereditary defects to subsequent 
generations. The Society’s views on how this should be done accorded closely 
with the recommendations of the Departmental Committee on Sterilization 
(Brock Committee) published in 1934. From the standpoint of the Society, 
the chief effect of the Committee’s Report was that it persuaded many 
organisations, which previously had refused to commit themselves, to support 
the legalising of voluntary sterilization for the persons specified in the 
Brock Report and subject to the safeguards therein proposed. 

In the spring of 1934 was formed the Joint Committee on Voluntary 
Sterilization. This body consists of representatives of the Central Association 
for Mental Welfare, the Mental Hospitals’ Association, the National Council 
of Mental Hygiene, the Royal College of Physicians and the Eugenics Society. 
Lord Horder is President of the Committee, Sir Francis Acland, M.P., is 
its Vice-Chairman, and Mr. J. V. Quilliam its Secretary. In the last three 
years an impressive list of supporting resolutions from political, professional 
and other organisations has been secured. 

The Society accommodates the Joint Committee free of charge in its 
house, and its grants have constituted the chief income of the Joint Com- 
mittee. For the year 1937 a grant of £500 has been made. 


NATIONAL WORKERS’ COMMITTEE FOR THE LEGALISING OF VOLUNTARY 
STERILIZATION. 


Hitherto the proposal that voluntary sterilization should be legalised 
has been regarded with suspicion by the Labour Party, on the grounds that 
the voluntary principle might prove difficult to safeguard and the measure 
used against the working classes. This hostile attitude towards sterilization 
is in marked contrast to the Party’s favourable attitude towards birth control. 
In 1935 the above Committee was formed in order to impress upon the 
members of the Labour Party the advantages which they might derive from 
a system of voluntary sterilization, and to secure their support for the 
recommendations of the Brock Committee. The National Workers’ Committee 
was instrumental in securing, by a large majority, the support of the 
National Conference of Labour Women, held in Swansea on May 21st, 1936— 
a resolution of very great significance and importance. 

The National Workers’ Committee (Honorary Secretary: Dr. Caroline 
Maule, 18, Sancroft Street, London, S.E.11) is wholly independent of the 
Joint Committee and of the Eugenics Society, and is entirely composed of 
members of the Labour Party. The Council of the Eugenics Society has 
renewed its grant of £50 to the Workers’ Committee. 


Birth Control. 


The Society has voted grants to the National Birth Control Association, 
the Society for the Provision of Birth Control Clinics, and the Birth Control 
International Information Centre. 


NATIONAL BrrtH ContrRoL ASSOCIATION. 


The grant of £560 made towards the researches of the Birth Control 
Investigation Committee (which is incorporated with the National Birth 
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Control Association) has already been described. In addition to this, the 
Council has made a further grant of £100 to the General Fund of the 
National Birth Control Association. 

The chief object of this organisation is to induce Local Authorities to 
take action under Memorandum 153 M.C.W., and Cireulars 1,208 and 1,408 
M.C.W., of the Ministry of Health; and to provide facilities for giving 
advice on birth control. In this task the National Birth Control Association 
has been very successful. The action taken by local authorities varies in 
different areas and the following is a summary :— 


53 Loeal Authorities have established clinics where birth control advice 
is given, usually in connection with maternity and 
child welfare centres. 


2D = x3 e have set up gynecological clinies at which birth 
control advice is given. 
OO 55 es refer cases to voluntary or municipal clinics or 


private doctors either by paying fees and/or 
expenses, or by making block grants. 

oO 5 fa have either lent or hired premises of a maternity 
or child welfare centre to a local branch of the 
National Birth Control Association or similar body 
for use as a voluntary birth control clinic. 


Sl ar es have authorised their Medical Officers to give 
advice, but have organised no special clinics. 
(is aia is have decided to give advice and are either now 


considering schemes or have not yet taken steps to 
put the decision into effect. 


In the above lst the names of certain local authorities are sometimes 
duplicated. Allowing for this, it can be stated that by March 31st, 1937, 173 
local authorities, out of a total of 423, or 40 per cent., have taken some 
action in this matter; and another 47 are now contemplating doing so. The 
number is likely to increase. 

In addition to its work with Local Authorities, the Association has 
increased the number of its branches from 29 to 48. These include the 
clinics previously established by the Society for the Provision of Birth 
Control Clinies referred to below. Nearly all these branches have organised 
voluntary clinics, which are not subject to the restriction that advice may 
be given solely on medical grounds imposed on municipal clinics. 

The centres above described clearly provide a rich and unexplored field 
for eugenic propaganda. The Council is now considering the establishment 
of closer relations with the National Birth Control Association with a view 
to making use of the possibilities thus opened. The President of the National 
Birth Control Association is Lord Horder, and its Secretary is Mrs. M. 
Pyke, 26, Eccleston Street, London, 8.W.1. 


SOCIETY FOR THE PROVISION OF BirtH CONTROL CLINICS. 
The object of this Society, which was founded in 1921, is :— 


“in the interests of social welfare, and for the relief of poverty, to 
establish and support clinics in which instruction will be given to 
men and women in poor circumstances by registered medical practi- 
tioners (preferably women) assisted where necessary by qualified 
nurses.” 


The Clinics affiliated to the Society are subject to no restrictions as to the 
persons to whom advice is given. The Society receives no grant from public 
sources and depends entirely on subscriptions and donations. It plays -an 
important part in organising the training of medical practitioners and 
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students in contraceptive technique, a subject sometimes ignored in the 
curricula of teaching hospitals. Of the courses and lectures organised by the 
Society for the Provision of Birth Control Clinics, full advantage is taken 
by the National Birth Control Association, referred to under the previous 
heading. 

eet elinies affiliated to the Society for the Provision of Birth 
Control Clinies have been established to date in England, Scotland and 
Wales. The Chairman of the Society is Lord Gerald Wellesley, and its 
Seeretary is Mrs. Evelyn Fuller, 153a, East Street, Walworth Road, S.E.17. 
The Eugenics Society has renewed its grant of £50 to the Society for the 
Provision of Birth Control Clinics. This sum is spent in making a donation 
of £10 towards the formation of up to five new clinics. : 


BrrtH ContRoL INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION CENTRE. 
This organisation has as its objects :— 
(1) To spread the knowledge of birth control to every part of the world; 


(2) To distribute literature and answer any enquiries relating to birth 
control; 


(3) To assist visitors to Britain to see clinics and to obtain information 
from the best sources; and 


(4) To acquire and impart the results of the latest research work in 

the technique of contraception. 

The Centre is especially interested in securing the introduction of birth 
control into the developing Public Health Services of the territories of the 
British Empire, though it is also in touch with birth control organisations 
in Europe, the U.S.A., and China. Lord Horder is its President, and its 
Secretary is Miss Eleanor Hawarden, Parliament Mansions, Orchard Street, 
S.W.1. The Council has renewed its grant of £50 to the Centre. 


Family Allowances. 


In October, 1936, the Council decided to postpone for a year considera- 
tion of its propaganda on behalf of Family Allowances. This decision was 
reached after the contents of Mr. Glass’s book “The Struggle for Population,” 
above referred to, had been considered. (The book was submitted to the 
Council by the Positive Eugenics Committee, appointed in 1934, as its 
Report.) The Council decided to postpone considering the question of 
Family Allowances in order to allow time to the Population Investigation 
Committee to collect and present further information. The attitude of the 
general public towards Family Allowances is likely to become more favourable 
in the measure that the implications of the present low net reproduction 
rate for this country are appreciated. 


FINANCE. 


The Society’s finances are in the hands of a Finance Committee con- 
sisting of Mr. C. F. Chance, Treasurer of the Society, Chairman; Mr. B. S. 
Bramwell; Sir Mark Grant-Sturgis and Mr. W. T. J. Gun. 

The usual Statement of Income and Expenditure, Balance Sheet and 
List of Investments, are included at the end of this Report, with the cor- 
responding figures for the previous year. 

It will be observed that the excess of expenditure over income has 
shghtly exceeded £2,000. 

A further £500 has been received on account of the Twitchen Bequest. 

In the course of the year the Society has benefited from two legacies. 
Dr. H. B. Billups left the Society £100; and Mr. Lee Jackson Jones an 
annuity of £50, which, after the realisation of his foreign estates, will be 
replaced by a lump sum of £1,000. 
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The attention of Members is drawn to an innovation which has been 
introduced into the Review this year—the Treasurer’s Page. In successive 
numbers it will be here explained that though the Society, by comparison 
with other voluntary Societies, is rich, the income of which it can dispose 
is totally inadequate to support the many tasks which lie before it. Their 
consciences lulled by our reputed wealth, members have allowed our donation 
list to dwindle to very insignificant proportions. The Treasurer hopes that 
readers of the Review will not skip his page and that they will respond 
to his appeal by obtaining for the Society new [Fellows and Members, by 
making donations to the Society, by increasing the amount of their annual 
subscriptions, and by remembering the Society in their wills. 


COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


The Council was elected, additional members were co-opted, and the 
Executive Committee was appointed in accordance with the procedure laid 
down in the new Memorandum and Articles and supplementary regulations 
approved last year. 

The names of members of the Council, Executive Committee and Con- 
sultative Couneil are given on the inside of the first page of the cover and 
on p. 1. Three meetings of the Council have been held, on July 20th, 1936, 
November 24th, 1936, and March 23rd, 1937, and there have been six meetings 
of the Executive Committee. 


GALTON DINNER AND LECTURE. 


The Galton Dinner took place at the Waldorf Hotel on Tuesday, 
February 16th, 1937. The Galton Lecture was delivered by Mr. J. Maynard 
Keynes, his subject being “Some Economie Consequences of a Declining 
Population.” There were present at the dinner 224 persons, which constitutes 
a record. The chair was taken by the President. A vote of thanks to Mr. 
Keynes was moved by Sir Walter Layton, and seconded by Mr. H. D. 
Henderson. The guests of the Society were :— 


Mr. R. Cartland. Sir Walter and Miss Layton. 
Mr. Colin Clark. Mr. E. M. H. Lloyd. 
Mr. Arnold Forster. Lord and Lady Milne. 
Viscount Gage. Dr. C. Porter. 
Mr. D. V. Glass. Mr. H. E. Raynes. 
Mr. Wilson Harris. The Bishop of Rochester. 
Mr. R. F. Harrod. Sir Arthur Salter. 
Mr. H. D. Henderson. Lord and Lady Wardington. 
Mr. Douglas Jay. Mr. H. G. Wells. 
Mrs. J. M. Keynes. Lady Rhys Williams. 
Dr. R. R. Kuezynski. Dr. Kent Wright. 
Sir Walter and Lady Langdon- Professor James Young. 

Brown. 

LIBRARY. 


The Library contains 2,567 volumes, an increase of 80 on the previous 
year. As in the past, a good many of our reviewers have kindly presented 
their review copies to the Library, and those who wish to retain them have 
been asked whether they recommend the volume to be purchased for the 
Library. To deal with this, and other routine problems, a Library 
Committee was formed during the year, consisting of the Honorary Librarian, 
Mr. Bramwell, Mr. Gun, Dr. Newfield, and the General Secretary. The 
Society again thanks Miss E. Corry for her work in connection with the 
various departments of the Library. 


15 


REVIEW. 


The Review has again been edited by Dr. Maurice Newfield, under 
the direction of an Editorial Committee, consisting of Dr. R. Austin-Freeman 
(Chairman), Mr. B. 8. Bramwell, Miss E. Corry, Dr. Kenneth Aikman and 
the General Secretary. It would be a great help to the Editor if Fellows 
and Members qualified and willing to review technical works and periodicals, 
particularly those dealing with genetics, bio-statistics, population, psychology, 
and sociology, would communicate with him, stating their specialities and 
also whether they would undertake to review works in foreign languages. 


MEMBERS’ MEETINGS. 
The following Members’ Meetings have been held :— 


14th July, 1936—At the rooms of the Royal Society, Burlington House, 
on the oceasion of the Annual General Meeting, a Presidential Address 
entitled “Eugenics as I see it’ was given by Lord Horder, K.C.V.O., 
Ne Deen CLs 


The following lectures were given at the rooms of the Linnean Society : 
16th June, 1936.—“Is National Intelligence Declining?” by Dr. R. B. Cattell. 


20th October, 1936.—“The Inheritance of Mental Disorder,” by Eliot Slater, 
MIB Mieke nok Vs 


17th November, 1936——“The Heredity of the Royal Caste,” by W. T. J. 
Gun, F.R.Hist.8., F.S.G. 


15th December, 1936.—‘‘Voluntary Sterilization—the Work of the Past 
Year.” Speakers: Wing-Commander A. W. H. James, M.C., M.P.; 
Dr. Caroline Maule; J. Verney Quilliam. 


19th January, 1937—“Heredity versus Environment—a False Issue,” by 
Dr. David Forsyth, in whose absence the paper was read by Dr. C. P. 
Blacker. 


16th March, 1937.—“Birth Control: The Last Year’s Work.” Speakers: Miss 
Hy Holland. J eel. baker, MAL Ph.D eS = Zuckerman, <i ee) ooe 
MG ao, cL. 


FELLOWSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP. 


We regret to announce the deaths of the following Fellows, Members, 
and Honorary Members :— 


DraW slas Abbots 
Drain ibe billope: 

The Lady Borwick. 
Colonel Duff. 

Mr. R. E. Going. 

Mr. T. W. Haughton. 
Mrs. Lindo Henry. 
Miss J. A. McLean. 
Mr. Harold Paine. 
Professor Pestalozza. 
Dr. W. M. Willoughby. 
Mr. F. W. Wright. 
The Earl of Yarborough. 
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The Consultative Council has also suffered a loss in the deaths of :— 
Professor Sir G. Elliot Smith. 


Sir John Otter. 
and by the resignation of :— 
Sir Rowland Biffen. 


Dr. Humphrey Humphreys. 
Professor J. Graham Kerr. 


The following have been elected to the Consultative Couneil :— 


Dr. W. L. Hutton (President of the Eugenics Society of Canada.) 


Dr. Felix Tietze. 


An analysis is presented of the Society’s Register for the period 1st 


April, 1936, to 31st March, 1937 :— 


Total, March 31st, 1936 
Hlections, 1936/37 


Less: 
Deceased 
Resigned 
Lapsed 


Total, 31st March, 1937 
Affihated Societies 


LY 


LIFE 


FELLOWS FELLOWS MEMBERS TOTAL 


69 
2 


71 


287 
6 


293 


8 
10 
6 


269 


301 
45 


346 


319 


657 
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£611. 
£1,000. 
£2,000. 
£450. 
£860. 


£1,000. 
£1,000. 
£2,000. 
£3,700. 
£1,000. 


£1,000. 
£1,000. 


£1,600. 
£2,500. 
£1,750. 


$14,000. 


£2,000. 


£2,000. 
£3,000. 
£1,500. 
$6,000. 
$6,000. 
40. 
£1,000. 
£1,000. 
200. 
£1,000. 


170. 
100. 
33: 
£1,000. 


INVESTMENTS AND INTEREST. 
31st December, 1936. 


Leopoldina Railway Co., Ltd., 4% Debenture Stock 

County Borough of Southampton, 4% Debenture Stock ... 

Bombay Baroda & Central India Railway Capital Stock ... 

London Border & General Trust, Ltd., 5% Pref. Stock 

Anglo-Dutch Plantations of Java, Ltd. 6% Mortgage 
Debenture Stock : es aes 

Madras & S. Mahratta ee Co., ie anual Stock 

Agar Cross & Co., Ltd., 54% Mortgage Debeatuie Stock... 

Covent Garden Properties Co., Ltd., £1 Ordinary Shares ... 

Clarendon Property Co., Ltd., £1 Ordinary Shares 

Dundee & London Investment Trust Ltd., 5% Cumulative 
Pret. Stock 

India 33% Stock, 1954/59. z mas ans ve Ae 

Railway Share Trust & Agency Co., Ltd. 33% Debenture 
Stock, 1985 

Mufulira Copper Mines, pad. 53 % New Dieheniare eae 

Olympia Ltd., 7% £1 Cumulative Pref. Shares as 

Inveresk Paper Co., Ltd., 6% Conv. Debenture Stock 

Canadian Pacific Railway Co., 4% Conv. Coll. Trust Bonds, 
1949 

Chilean Nitrate & tonne Gale es 5% Tess erie 
tures 

Inveresk Paper be. a 6% 2nd ee Stock 

Southern Railway Co. Pretcened Ordinary Stock ... 

Oregon Mortgage Co., Ltd., 44% Pref. Stock ae 

Associated Telephone & Telegraph Co., 54% Debentures ... 

Standard Gas & Electric Co., 6% Debentures 

Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Co., Common Shares 

Anglo Argentine Tramways Co., Ltd., 4% Debenture Stock 

Central Argentine Railway Ltd., 5% Debentures ee 

Doom Dooma Tea Co., Ltd., Saee Shares 

Buenos Ayres & eae haa Ce:, Ind, 4s 7% Zad Debent 
ture Stock Ee f 

Calcutta Electric Supply Co. selina Cake 

American Rolling Mill Co., Conuaes Shares 

Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co., Common Shares ... 

Bay Hall Trust Ltd., 33% Debentures 


(Market Value, 31st December, 1936, £42,815 14s. 11d.) 
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£ 
360 
820 
1,916 
265 


785 
1,193 
924 
2,622 
4,267 


880 
1,060 


1,012 
1,602 
2125 
2,281 


Zid 


1,500 
1,490 
2,795 
1,200 
1,061 
1,008 
516 
486 
804 
457 


800 
493 
664 
603 
1,056 


£40,460 
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List of the Fellows and Members of the 
Kugenics Society, 1937 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


DAVENPORT De Gli. 
OSBORN, DRe HENRY i; 
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fords, Redhill, Surrey. 

ALBRECHT, MADAME BB., 5, Avenue Victor Emmanuel III, Paris 8ieme. 

ALDERSHOTS SEX ALDUCA TION. CEN TREaS ihe” Vibranin. ) oe 
Station Road, Aldershot. 

ALSTON, MRS., 77, Cheyne Court, S.W:3. 

AMMAL, MISS E. K. JANAKI, D.Sc., Imperial Sugarcane Station, Lawley 
Road Post, Coimbatore, S. India. 

ANSELL, SIDNEY H., ESQ., 68, Tewkesbury Gardens, Stag Lane, Kingsbury, 
N.W.9. 

*ANSTRUTHER, MRS., Rutland House, Rutland Gardens, S.W.7. 

TARGET), ESQ., National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, S.W.1. 

ARGENTI, MRS.. 8, Princes Gardens, S.W.7. 

ARMITAGE, MRS., 33, Hagden Lane, Watford, Herts. 

*ARMSTRONG, 1B. "ESO,, H.M. Borstal Institution, Rochester. 

tTARMSTRONG, C. W., ESQ., Calixa Postal No. 32 Petropolis; Estado do Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. 

*ARMSTRONG-JONES, SIR ROBERT, M.D., 27, Phillimore Gardens, W.8. 

ARNOLD, W.4H. ESO" Manor, Place, Guernsey. Cl: 

ASANA, DR. J. J., Gujarat College, Ahmedabad, Bombay Presidency, India. 

*ASICW ELH lH EeLAD YY CB ess, (Gadogan, Gardens soaVVeo! 

ATHERTON,.W. H. ESO; Moc S1 13 5/Whitakée ReadsDerby. 

ATKINSON, MISS M., B.Sc., 86; St. George’s Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

*BAILY, MISS. M. E.,. Edgbaston College, Bristol. Road, Birmingham. 

*BAKER, MRS., 94, Woodstock Road, Oxford. 

*BAKER, JOHN Re ESO Near Ph.D., 94, Woodstock Road, Oxford. 

*BAMFIELD, MRS., ’ Purser’s Piece, Peaslake, Surrey. 

*BAMFIELD, MAJOR- GENeits eK IG Bs D.S.O., Purser’s Piece, separ Biles 
urrey 

BANISTER, JOSEPH, ESQ., 50, Gondar Gardens, West Hampstead, N.W.6. 

BANTING, H. C., ESQ., The Neuk, 26, Elms Lane, Sudbury, Wembley. 

“BAKKER, CULVEK, HOO MAR CS, LRG Poi Brunswitkwoquarc yal: 

BARKER, MISS MARIAN, Elmfield, Esher, Surrey. 

BARLOW, J. A., ESQ., M.A., C.B., C.B.E., Boswells, Wendover, Bucks. 

TBARRAN: (HENRY, ESOg M.A., JR) Chorley Lane, ‘Leeds. 

*BARROW, MRS. WALTER, Lawn House, Ampton Road, Edgbaston, Bir- 
mingham. 

tBATEMAN, MRS, F. D., 21, Cranmer Road, Cambridge. 

BAY DY M. BEDDOW, ESO UeM.R.C.S).L.R.C.Pe 51,Gore Roadps.tackne,. 


E.9. 
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Chelwood Gate, Haywards Heath. 

*BEAMISH, MRS. TUFTON, Chelworth, Chelwood Gate, Haywards Heath. 
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Malvern, Worcs. 

BECKETT-OVERY, Ho ESO. M:.DEPE-R-G. 5: 19, slowndes otreetas. WV. 1, 
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BEDFORD-SMITH, MRS., 63, Hampstead Way, Golders Green, N.W.11. 
*BELFIELD, MISS "EILEEN, Barn Hill, Brampford Speke, Exeter. 
FBELEAMY, A..R. ESO, M.L.Mech.E., 1, Welby Gardens, Grantham, Lincs. 
*BRERGEN, DR. HENRY, 55, Sutton Court, Chiswick, W.4. 
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George’s ‘Street, Cape Town. 
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Colony, Stapleton, Bristol. 
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16, St. James’s Square, S.W.1. 
*BLACKSTOCK, GIBBS, ESQ., M.A., 52, Warren Road, Toronto, Canada. 
*BLAKE, FRANK, ESQ., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 1, The Avenue, Woodford Green, 
Essex. 
*BLAND, F. LAWRENCE, ESQ., Rookwood, Copdock, Ipswich. 
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BOARD, F. E., ESQ., Foster’s Buildings, High Street, Sheffield. 
*BOND, C. J., ESQ., C.M.G., F.R.C.S., Fernshaw, Springfield Road, Leicester. 
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